User’s Guide to

V’Shenantom Software

Software for Your Motivational Learning Program

What is V’Shenantom Software?

As makers of V-Manager and Visual MARKS software, Vinitsky Consulting, Inc., has spent over a decade helping Jewish organizations and mosdos do what they do better!

We were recently approached by rebbeim who needed a more efficient way to track progress, tests, points, and prize eligibility in a learning program sponsored by their cheder.  Working with the rebbeim, we developed V’Shenantom, and decided to make it available at no cost to anyone in the Jewish community sponsoring a similar motivational learning program.

How Can I Use V’Shenantom?

If you’re coordinating a learning program where talmidim are evaluated on their Torah learning and awarded points or prizes, start downloading V’Shenantom now!

But what if you want to use V’Shenantom to help motivate your class, Pirchei Group, or Camp Group?  Go right ahead!  Even if you don’t use some of the features for multiple examiners and schools, your talmidim will love receiving a “statement” of the points they’ve earned through Torah study.  And unlike many ideas designed to keep rebbeim and teachers up late at night, V’Shenantom will make the record-keeping easy.

Downloading V’Shenantom

Visit our website at www.vmanager.com.  Click on the tab marked “Support”; then click on the word “Downloads.”

Using the elevator on the right, go to the bottom of the page, and click on the phrase “Download V-Shenantom.”

Your Internet browser will ask whether you wish to open or save the installation program:  select “Save” and be sure “Save in:  Desktop” is selected.  Wait a few minutes until the program has completed downloading.

After downloading, you will see a new icon on your screen with the name “Vshsetup.”  Double-click this icon to begin installation of your new V’Shenantom 

Program, and type the password “learn” when prompted.  As always before installing new software, be sure to exit all other programs and double check to make sure you have a recent backup.

When the program is installed, a new icon will appear on your desktop with the word “V’Shenantom” under it.  Double-click this icon to start the program.

Getting Started – Setting Up Pick Lists

To help minimize data entry error, V’Shenantom is based on pick lists – those little arrows that drop down a list of choices for your selection.  To start, you must fill in the choices that you want available.

Click on Tools and the screen below will appear:
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The choices you input in Tools will determine what is available in the pick lists when you begin to enter student and examiner information.

After you have set up your basic pick lists, its time to start entering students and examiners.

Entering Students and Examiners
Now comes the easy part:  to enter students and examiners, simply click on File, choose Students or Examiners, and fill in basic information.  Note that the salutation can be automatically inserted for parents by clicking the “Recalc Salutation” button.

New students are added by clicking the “NEW” button at the bottom of the screen.  You may delete or search for a particular student.  Schools and grades can be selected from the choices you entered under the Tools heading.

New examiners are added by clicking the “NEW” button at the bottom of the screen.  You may delete or search for an particular examiner.  Examiners can be entered with a pay scale, as well.

Entering Test Results
Each time students are tested, you will enter the results of their effort:  

1. Click on File | Students

2. Click on Search and find the student being tested

3. Click on the Exam tab

4. Click on Add

Now you may fill in all the relevant information about the student’s test, including points earned, number of lines or pesukim, amount of time spent on the test, the examiner, etc.
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Printing Reports

Now comes the best part:  after entering data on all your students’ achievements, you can easily print beautiful reports that will impress parents and motivate talmidim.  Simply choose the Reports option at the top of the screen to see your choices in reports.

Labels for Students, Parents, and Examiners

Part of keeping students motivated to stick with a learning program is keeping everyone updated about their progress.  The first section of reports prints mailing labels for students, parents, or examiners.

You may specify a grade range, a specific school, or an individual student.  In addition, you may print the grade level on the label or order the labels by grade.

Note that parent labels allow you to print a single label per family – no duplicates to weed out!

Lists of Participating Students, Parents, and Examiners

Know who’s participating instantly – or keep a list of phone numbers handy.  Lists offer similar options in terms of limiting grade range or school.

Statements

Student Statements allow you to give each student an individual summary of his/her learning achievements.  These can be issued to students or sent to parents.

Summary Student Statements provide an overview of student achievement.  These reports show total amount of learning for a grade or school, and provide a simple report that can be given to a teacher, principal, or menahel.

Class Statements also provide a summary overview, but break down achievement by school and class.

Examiner Time Records provide a record of the time spent examining students – whether your examiners are paid, volunteer, or even if you’re the only examiner, you now know the amount of time spent on the testing process.

Editing Templates

After becoming familiar with V’Shenantom, you may wish to customize some of the reports.  

Click on Tools | Edit Report Templates or Edit Label Templates.  Select the report or label you wish to edit.

You may use your arrow key to move fields or change font size by selecting the field, then clicking on Format | Font.  You may also add lines or graphics by clicking on the designated icons.
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Summary

Vinitsky Consulting, Inc., wishes you hatzlacha with your learning project.  May the z’chus of your efforts and our young learners’ Torah bring about the geula, speedily, in our day.

For more information about how V-Manager or Visual MARKS software can help your organization focus on what’s really important, please call us at 773-743-7240 or at 718-261-9797.

Global Preferences sets up the school year and monetary value of points.


Edit Grade Levels allows you to enter the grades of students participating.


Edit Schools allows you to enter the names of participating schools.


Edit Point Levels allows you to set a point value to various levels of learning.


Reindex reindexes the data records.


Edit Report/Label Templates allows you to make changes to report and label formats.


Import Data from V-Manager allows V-Manager users to directly import student records from V-Manager.





Fill in the date, the examiner, the minutes, the points earned, and the amount of material tested.





Use Edit, Format, & Report to change characteristics of the report.





Move individual fields or select them to adjust font size or type.








